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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MILI, PINS, PINT, LE 

SUBJECT: LEABNAESE SITUATION MAY 3: FIGHTING SUBSIDES AS LEFTISTS 
EXTEND CEASEFIRE 


REF: BEIRUT 3888 (020918Z MAY 76) 

1 . FIGHTING IN BEIRUT HAS SUBSIDED DURING PAST 24 HOURS, ALTHOUGH 
SHARP CLASHES STILL OCCUR IN PORT AREA AND SPORADIC FIRING IS 
AUDIBLE ELSEWHERE. THE DROP IN LEVEL OF VIOLENCE FOLLOWED 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY JUMBLATT'S LEFTISTS LATE YESTERDAY THAT THEY WOULD 
EXTEND THEIR CEASEFIRE, WHICH HAD ENDED ' OFFICIALLY" APRIL 30. 

THE EXTENSION WAS WITHOUT TIME LIMIT. 

2. OUR SOURCES CONFLICT ON EXTENT TO WHICH BATTLE LINES IN PORT 
HAVE CHANGED OVER PAST FEW DAYS. KATAEB DEFENDERS EEM TO HAVE 
STAVED OFF CONCERTED LEFTIST/REJECTIONIST DRIVE TO CAPTURE MAIN 
PARTS OF HARBOR, BUT THEY MAY HAVE FALLEN BACK. SITUATION THERE 
REMAINS HIGHLY VOLATILE, AND IT IS NOT YET CERTAIN THAT EITHER 
ATTACKERS OR DEFENDERS ARE READY TO QUIT. 

3. IN EXTENDING THEIR CEASEFIRE, LEFTISTS REITERATED TWO DEMANDS 
AGAINST SYRIANS. HEY INSISTED ON (A) WITHDRAWAL OF SYRIAN FORCES 
AND (B) ENDING OF ALLEGED SAIQA INTERVENTION IN PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION. JUMBLATT'S MAIN WORRY AT PRESENT SEEMS CLEARLY TO BE 
SYRIAN INFLUENCE IN POLITICAL PROCESS, AN INFLUENCE SHOWN IN THE 
SUPPORT THAT SARKIS MUSTERED WITH SYRIAN HELP IN HIS CAMPAING LAST 
WEEK. 

4. JUMBLATT IS NOT ALONE IN RESENTING SYRIAN HEAVY HAND. ONE 
INTERPRETATIONOF SPEAKER ASAAD'S MOVE LATE LAST WEEK TOWARD AN 
UNNAMED "THIRD MAN" IS THAT MANY DEPUTIES FROM BEKAA VALLEY 
WHO HAD BEEN PRESSED BY SYRIA TO VOTE FOR SARKIS WANTED TO GET OUT 
FROM UNDER THIS PRESSURE. ASAAD'S MOVE ACCOMPLISHED THIS WITHOUT 
CONFRONTING DAMASCUS DIRECTLY. ON CHRISTIAN SIDE, DISLIKE OF 
SARKIS ON PART OF SOME CHAMOUNISTS HAS BEEN EVIDENT FOR SOME TIME. 
JUMBLATT SEIZED ON THESE SENTIMENTS WHEN HE DEMANDED AND WON POST- 
PONEMENT OF PARLIMANETARY SESSION. 
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5. HOWEVER, DAMASCUS IS STILL VERY MUCH IN THE PICTURE. A PARLIA- 
MENTARY DELEGATION UNDER AMIN AL-HAFEZ (A SUNNI WHO IS PROMINENT IN 
SPEAKER'S UNCOMMITTED BLOC) IS DUE TO GO TO SYRIA TODAY TO 
"EXPLAIN" THE POSTPONEMENT OF THE SESSION, WHICH SYRAIN MEDIA HAVE 
SHARPLY CRITICIZED. A HIGH-RANKING FEDAYEEN GROUP, POSSIBLY 

LED BY ARAFAT, MAY LIKEWISE GO TO DAMASCUS SHORTLY, WITH THE 
MISSION OF TRYING YET ANOTHER TIME TO BRIDGE THE GAP BETWEEN JUMBLATT 
AND THE SYRAIN LEADERS. 
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6. NOBODY AMONG THE COMPROMISE CANDIDATES HAS YET EMERGED AS 
CLEARLY LEADING THE FLOCK. RESPECTED DAILY "AN-NAHAR" SPECULATED 
TODAY THAT MICHEL AL-KHOURY IS GETTI G THE MOST ATTENTION, BUT THERE 
IS NO CONCRETE EVIDENCE OF THIS. MARONITE LEADERS ARE MAKING NOISES 
PRIVATELY THAT THE COMPROMISE CANDIDATE SHOULD BE THEIRS TO PICK, 
SINCE JUMBLATT GOT HIS WAY ON POSTPONEMENT. WE EXPECT THE LEFTIST 
LEADER WILL HARDLY SEE IT THIS WAY AND WILL BLOCK ANY CHOICE TOO 
CLOSELY IDENTIFIED WITH THE KASLIK VIEWPOINT. 

7. MEANWHILE, NEITHER MARONITE LEADERS NOR SYRIANS HAVE ABONED 
SARKIS, WHOSE CHANCES AT LEAST LOOK BETTER THAN EDDE'S, GIVEN SYRIA’S 
UNRELENTING VETO OF LATTER. YET BOTH DAMASCUS AND MARONITES HAVE 
PUT OUT SIGNALS THAT THE SEARCH FOR A THIRD MAN IS ACCEPTABLE 
APPROACH. CONSEQUENTLY, THAT IS THE GAME ALL SIDES ARE PLAYING FOR 
THE TIME BEING. 

BROWN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, CEASEFIRE VIOLATIONS, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 03 MAY 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: vogelfj 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976BEIRUT03935 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7601 69-0584 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 976051 00/aaaadgxy. tel 

Line Count: 132 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 BEIRUT 3888 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: vogelfj 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <01 APR 2004 by GarlanWA>; APPROVED <10 AUG 2004 by vogelfj> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LEABNAESE SITUATION MAY 3: FIGHTING SUBSIDES AS LEFTISTS EXTEND CEASEFIRE 
TAGS: MILI, PINS, PINT, LE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



